Grant Langford Bio

Saxophonist, recording artist, composer, and educator Grant Langford lives in New York City.  Since 2005 he is a featured member of the world famous Count Basie Orchestra.  Over the past two years CBO has traveled to Europe, Africa, and Asia as well as concerts in the US.  We have done concerts with special guest vocalists; Tony Bennett, Patti Austin, Diane Schuur, Nnenna Freelon, Carmen Bradford, and Dennis Rowland

         Grant is also a regular member of  the Valery Ponomarev Sextet, George Gee, Cab Calloway, and Harlem Renaissance Orchestras.   Mr. Langford was the first recipient of the 2003 Young Lion award by the Central Brooklyn Jazz Consortium. 

         He has also performed as a sideman in the U.S. and abroad with the Ray Charles Orchestra, TS Monk Tentet,  Eric Reed Quintet, Sean Thomas Quartet, Dave Gibson Quintet, Kent Glenn-Putter Smith Quartet, Ben Dixon, Grassella Oliphant, Louis Hayes and The Brooklyn Soul Organization. 

       Mr. Langford is also involved in teaching saxophone and jazz theory.  Most recently he taught private saxophone, clarinet, and flute lessons at Sunnyside Music Studio and Teacher's Choice school in NYC.  While touring with the CBO he has done clinics at the High School and Collegiate level.  Those clinics consisted of the history of Jazz, Bigband techniques, and saxophone section work.  From 2002-3 Mr. Langford taught at the University of Colorado at Boulder's Mile High Summer Jazz Camp.

          Grant received his Bachelor’s Degree from the New England Conservatory of Music and his teachers have included Jerry Bergonzi, George Garzone, Charlie Banacas, Danilo Perez, George Russell, Fred Haas, and Alan Chase. He began playing Saxophone at the age of 12 in his native North Carolina. 

           Mr. Langford’s most recent recording is 2004 release by The Brooklyn Soul Organization. This is a collaborative project with Grammy nominated saxophonist Bradford Leali, veteran Organist Radam Schwartz, and the up-and-coming Jerome Jennings on Drums. This features two compositions by Langford. This record was released in 2004 on the M&N label. Langford describes his latest project, “This is a very creative group that plays a lot of new music but stresses the groove, soul and uplifting listeners and each other.”

Discography:

2008:Jamie Davis (tba)

2008: Hillary Smith (tba)

2007: NEW RELEASE! Maria Juanez (Brad Leali Jazz Orchestra) THE MONTREUX JAZZ LABEL

2007  (Carol Mennie) CDM Records 

2006: Ray Sings, Basie Swings (Count Basie Orchestra) Concord Records

2006: Basie is Back (Count Basie Orchestra) Village Music

2005 Uptown Suite (Marcus Perciani Quintet) 

2005 The Westside Band (Jerry Castello)

2004 Brooklyn Soul Organization M&N Records

2004 Soul Searchin' (Winston Byrd) D.Y.P. Limited

2004 Live at Pumpkins (Dave Gibson Quintet)

Festivals: Clifford Brown Festival, North Sea Jazz Festival, Umbria Jazz Festiva(Italy), Puerto Rico JazzFest, Montreal Jazz Festival, Toronto Jazz Festival, Brooklyn Jazz Festival, Jazz Artists on the Greens (Trinidad and Tobago), Grenada Jazz Festival, Kingston Jazz Festival (New York)

Concert Halls: Auditorium Parco della Musica (Monte Carlo), Teatro Nuovo Giovanni da Udine (Italy), Kennedy Center, Tokyo Performing Arts Centre, Jordan Hall, Suntory Hall (Japan)

Clubs/Venues: Blue Note(s) (Osaka, Nagano, Tokyo), The Jazz Kitchen (Indianapolis), Blues Alley (Washington, DC), The Jazz Factory (Louisville), The Knitting Factory, The Carlyle Hotel, Smalls Jazz Club, Swing 46, Showmans Lounge, Smoke, Fat Cat.

Mr. Langford has also appeared at many Private Events including Fund Raising Galas, Weddings, Corporate Parties, etc.

